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Listening Session about Short-Term Rentals 
 In recent years, there has been a nationwide boom in the short-term leasing of residential structures.  
Homeowners can rent all or a portion of their dwellings through services like Airbnb or VRBO.  Town Council is 
considering some changes to our ordinances concerning the regulation of short-term rentals.  We will be hosting a 
listening session on Wednesday, December 12 from 5-6:00 p.m. in the Town Council Chambers to discuss our 
proposed changes and hear citizen comments on this matter.    

_____ 

Bridgewater Celebrates  
“Tea Party” on December 5 

 On December 16, 1773, a 
group of Boston citizens led by 
Samuel Adams, frustrated by 
taxation under Britain’s Tea Act of 
1773, protested the British 
government by boarding East India 
Company ships and dumping 
barrels of tea into Boston Harbor.  
Remembered by history as the 
Boston Tea Party, this event 
marked another step 
towards the American 
Revolution. 

 In 2018, the Bridgewater Town Council adopted its 
FY 2019 budget which included the elimination of the 
Town’s real estate tax.  The final Town real estate tax 
bill will be due on December 5.  To mark this special 
occasion, we are having our very own “Tea Party.”  
Now, we can’t go dumping tea into the North River 
because of TMDL regulations.  However, we can 
celebrate the end of Town real estate taxes with iced tea 
in the Treasurer’s Office from 9:00 a.m. to Noon on 
Wednesday, December 5.  Be on the lookout for our 
very own Samuel Adams at the Treasurer’s Office to 
usher the end of “taxation based on arbitrary 
evaluation.” 

Celebrate the end of Town 
real estate taxes with some 
iced tea on December 5th. 

Holiday Hours at Gen Park 

Date   Hours                          Rates:  

December 21-22 12:00 pm-10:00 pm $5.00  

December 23   12:00 pm-9:00 pm  $5.00      

December 24-25         CLOSED 

December 26-27  12:00 pm-9:00 pm $4.00 

December 28-29 12:00 pm-10:00 pm $5.00 

December 30  12:00 pm-9:00 pm $5.00 

December 31  12:00 pm-9:00 pm $4.00 

January 1  12:00 pm-9:00 pm $4.00 

Skate rental is $3.00 for non-residents 

Skating & skate rental is always FREE for Town 
residents (You must show your B-Rec card for free 

admission.) 

Got a Question?  Call B-Connected - 908-4212 
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Stay Connected with B-Connected, E-mail Alerts 

 In 2016, we changed our main telephone line to 908-4212—our “B-Connected” phone number.  We’re aware 
that this number doesn’t show up in the local phone books, and people who call the old phone numbers get a 
constant busy signal.  So, if you have any questions about Town services, please call 908-4212 during our business 
hours (weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) 

 Last month, we introduced our alerts e-mail address:  alerts@bridgewater.town.  The response has been very 
strong thus far, so we thought we’d mention it again this month.  To join this mailing list, please send your e-mail 
address to alerts@bridgewater.town.  If something happens in Town that’s important for citizens to know, we 
will send you an e-mail.   

 Town alerts will also be posted on our website at bridgewater.town and the Town’s Facebook page.  Any 
updates about ice skating at Generations Park will be posted on the Gen Park Facebook page.   

 Finally, we try to get the Current printed and in the mail to Town residents by the end of each month.  If you 
would like to get the Current the moment we publish it, send your e-mail address to current@bridgewater.town.

2018-2019 Schedule 
 

Date  Hours                         Rates:  

Monday  5:00 pm-9:00 pm $4.00  

Tuesday  3:00 pm-9:00 pm       

Wednesday  5:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Thursday  3:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Friday  3:00 pm-10:00 pm $5.00 

Saturday  12:00 pm-10:00 pm 

Sunday  12:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Skate rental is $3.00 for non-residents 

Skating & skate rental is always FREE for 
Town residents (You must show your B-Rec 

card for free admission.) 

Santa Returns to Gen Park 
 On Friday, December 14 
from 6-8:30 p.m., celebrate 
the holiday season at 
Generations Park with Santa 
Claus! Enjoy ice skating 
throughout the evening and a 
special visit from Old Saint 
Nick.  Bring your camera to 
capture a photo! 

 Also, we’re very pleased to 
feature the John Wayland 
Elementary “Wayland Singers” 
who will be performing a 
medley of Christmas tunes 
starting at 6:00 p.m. 

Historical Society  
2018 Ornament 

 The Bridgewater Historical Society is 
pleased to present their 2018 Christmas 
ornament featuring the old Bridgewater School  
It is available for $10 at 
the Bridgewater Historical 
Society Museum.  A 
limited number of 
ornaments from previous 
years are also available for 
purchase.    

 For more 
information, please call 
the Historical Society at 237-4017.   See Santa on December 14th! 
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Main Street 

 Few things occupy more of our attention than Main 
Street.  Our goal is to help Main Street become more 
functional as a downtown district and not just as a north-
south thoroughfare.  The Council has authorized several 
projects for the next 24 months which should move us a 
little closer to the goal. 

 Obviously, we expect the DORM stoplight by 
Marshall’s to completed by then.  That project, now in its 
14th year, has been the victim of every type of bad luck 
imaginable, but we now have it moving forward, little by 
little, every day. 

 We will be focusing more attention, however, on areas 
to the south.  By far, the biggest project will be the burial 
of utility lines from Hussey’s Automotive to Green Street.  
Our new franchise with Dominion Energy allows us to 
bury lines according to a set schedule, and the first 
thousand feet can be buried next year.  Dominion has 

promised to design the project in early 2019.  Most of the 
physical work will be our responsibility, and we have 
decided to use our own crew to do it.  By using our own 
crew, we can be sure disruption to Main Street is kept to a 
minimum.  If necessary, we can work on weekends or even 
at night, just to make sure that traffic keeps flowing.   

 Also in the Generations Park neighborhood, we will be 
building a crosswalk with a pedestrian refuge in the center.  
This, of course, is in addition to all of the other crosswalk 
improvements we’ve announced previously (and the 
Riverwalk crossing under the bridge).  Allowing people to 
cross Main Street safely is one of our top priorities. 

 Further south, Sipe Center will be constructed, and 
along with the theatre, there will be some intersection 
improvements at Main and College.  At Sipe Center, and 
wherever we make a mess, expect us to install wider 
sidewalks if we have enough right-of-way. 

 Lastly, although you probably won’t notice it, we will 
also be working to move photons up and down Main 
Street.  With all of the construction going on, we will be 
installing underground fiber optics to connect Gen Park, 
the Community Center, and Sipe Center.  Doing so will 
allow the Town to save money while integrating our 
various network systems.   

 

“Our goal is to help Main Street become more 
functional as a downtown district and not just as 

a north-south thoroughfare.” 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy Ice Skating Academy  

Ice skating lessons return to Generations Park!  
Terri McIntyre will be leading different skating 
sessions and camps throughout the ice skating 
season in 2018-2019.  For more information about 
times and costs, please contact Terri McIntyre at 405
-2063, by e-mail at 555tmc@gmail.com or search for 
“Generations Park Ice Academy” on Facebook to 
register today.     

Private Ice Skating Parties 

  Have your special gathering at the coolest place 
in Town!  Beginning on November 1, you can 
reserve a private party at Generations Park through 
Community Pass.  Private parties are available on 
Saturdays beginning on December 1 and continuing 
until March 2.   

 Three time slots are available each Saturday:   

 8:00-9:00 a.m. ($100) 

 9:00-10:30 a.m. ($175) 

 10:30-12:00 p.m. ($175) 

 Rental fees include a private skating session and 
rental skates for guests.  Parties over 45 guests will 
be charged an additional $25.   

 Time slots are going fast!  For more info call     
B-Connected at 908-4212. 



Town of Bridgewater 
Post Office Box 72 
Bridgewater, Virginia  22812 

Local 
Postal Customer 

PRESORTED 

Standard 

U.S. Postage PAID 

Harrisonburg, VA 

Permit No. 65 

Municipal Calendar 

December 11 .................Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

December 25 ...................................... Town Offices Closed 

January 1………………… .................. Town Offices Closed 

December Events Around Town 

Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting              
6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater 
Retirement Community.  

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.)   
5:00-6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays at Bridgewater Presbyterian 
Church.  Contact Cindy Bolin at (540) 820-3253. 

Bridgewater Historical Museum - 109 S. Main St.    
Holiday hours: Friday/Saturday 10 a.m.-3 p.m. or by 
appointment through Dec. 22.  (540) 237-4017  

December 3:  Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 p.m. 
Meeting at Bridgewater UMC Fellowship Hall. 

December 10: Bridgewater Family & Community 
Educators - 7 p.m.  Contact Betsy Glendye at 820-6971. 

December 11:  Memory Café - 2 p.m.  By Alzheimer’s 
Association, Bridgewater Presbyterian Church, 110 E. 
College St.  Contact Lauren Blackshaw at (434) 270-0692. 

December 19: V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 p.m.   
Meeting at the Post home on Dry River Road.                        
Contact adjpost8644@vfwva.org. 

 

Submit upcoming events by the 15th of the month to 
events@bridgewater.town  
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Follow Up:  Debris Collection 
 As you know, the ice storm which hit town on November 
15 left a significant number of tree branches down.  Quite a 
few of you called to ask whether the Town would undertake a 
special collection of the debris.  It saddened us to tell you that 
we just couldn’t do it, because we do try to provide exceptional 
service. 

 We simply did not have the manpower to do a special 
collection while also fulfilling our required obligations.  We are 
hiring, but right now, our maintenance crew is quite small.  The 
metric by which we measure the crew’s ability to meet demands 
stands at only 86%, and we had several crewmembers off for 
the week.  Doing the special collection would have meant that 
something important would not be done. 

 The good news is that large-item pickup will be on 
December 3, and we can get all of your ice-storm debris then. 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Upcoming Events 

December 5 ...................................... Bridgewater Tea Party 

December 14 ........................................... Santa at Gen Park 

February 7 .................................... Charter Day Celebration 

Trash-Recycling Collection Update               

There will be no trash pickup on December 25 or January 1.  

All other collection days continue as scheduled.   


